Getting Started with ThinkSpace by Madeka, Kajal
ThinkSpace User Guides ThinkSpace and Open TBL
Fall 2017
Getting Started with ThinkSpace
Kajal Madeka
Iowa State University, ksmadeka@iastate.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://lib.dr.iastate.edu/thinkspace_userguides
Part of the Instructional Media Design Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the ThinkSpace and Open TBL at Iowa State University Digital Repository. It has been
accepted for inclusion in ThinkSpace User Guides by an authorized administrator of Iowa State University Digital Repository. For more information,
please contact digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation

































































Spaces	 are	 self-contained	 units.	 Each	 Space	 has	 its	 own	 Space	 Roster	 and	 Team	 Manager	



















































































































































































































use	 this	 function.	 Pasting	 from	 Word	 directly	 into	 the	 editor	 leads	 to	 inconsistent	
formatting	and	introduction	of	‘junk’	code	that	will	have	to	be	deleted	manually.	
	
The ‘Source’ button shows you the html code that is being generated behind the editor 
as you go about developing your content.  This is where you will insert the ‘Embed 













using HTML that is not available in the editor functions. To duplicate the content and html 
elements of a phase into an HTML phase in another Case or Space, select and copy the source 
code (or part of it as needed) from the phase into the desired phase in another Case or Space. 
 
 
Once you are done, don’t forget to click ‘Update Content’ button to save your edits and 
changes!! Once you have updated the content, press the ‘Preview Phase’ button on the Top 
right of the screen to check how the content / inputs look or the ‘Next Phase’ button to continue 







































































list	 from	Access	Plus,	 remove	everything	else	 (including	all	 column	headers	 and	other	


























































This	phase	 is	also	known	simply	as	 the	 ‘Observation	List’.	 It	also	has	 two	sections	–	an	HTML	
section	with	full	HTML	editor	functions	on	the	left	and	a	Dynamic	observation	list	on	the	right.	
Any	text	that	is	highlighted	in	the	HTML	section	immediately	pops	over	to	the	observation	list.	
It’s	 like	 dynamic	 note-taking.	 The	 observation	 list	 carries	 forward	 into	 other	 observation	 list	
phases	(like	Lab	Data	phase)	and	more	observations	can	be	added	to	it.	Students	can	build	a	list	
of	relevant	observations	(or	selections)	and	then	use	them	for	Diagnostic	Reasoning	to	solve	a	
problem.	
	
	
	
	
Lab	Data	with	Observation	List	Phase:	
	
This	phase	allows	reproduction	of	authentic	clinical	Laboratory	results	for	identification	of	
abnormalities.	The	abnormal	lab	results	have	to	be	identified	and	named	and	once	done	
correctly,	they	get	added	to	the	observation	list,	building	on	previous	observation	phases.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Dynamic	
Observation	List	
with	highlight	and	
populate	feature 
Case	
Screen	
(HTML) 
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Diagnostic	Path	with	Observation	List	Phase:	
	
Also	known	simply	as	Diagnostic	Path,	this	phase	allows	students	to	build	a	reasoned	
hypothesis	and	support	it	with	evidence	by	pulling	observations	from	the	observation	list	and	
arranging	them	in	a	causal	hierarchy.	This	phase	allows	students	creative	freedom	to	move	
things	around	as	much	as	they	want	as	they	structure	the	complex	data,	making	their	thinking	
process	visible	to	them	as	well	as	to	the	instructor.		
	
	
	
	
A	gated	process	of	
identifying	abnormal	lab	
results	and	correctly	
naming	indicative	condition 
The	condition	gets	added	to	
the	observation	list	
automatically	on	naming. 
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One	Column	(Student	File	Upload)	Phase	and	One	Column	(HTML,	Student	File	Upload)	
Phase:	
	
Also	known	simply	as	the	Student	File	Upload	phase,	these	phases	allow	student	work	(writing,	
drawings,	presentations,	charts,	diagrams,	posters)	to	be	uploaded	into	ThinkSpace	as	a	PDF	file.	
The	PDF	opens	up	right	in	ThinkSpace	and	can	be	viewed	by	the	instructor	to	provide	feedback	
and	comments.	It	can	also	be	used	for	Peer	Review	where	team	members	view	each	others	work	
and	provide	constructive	comments	for	improvement.	
	
These	two	phase	types	named	above	have	the	same	functionality,	except	one	has	an	added	HTML	
section	on	top	to	give	more	freedom	to	instructors	to	provide	content,	resources	or	scaffolding.	
	
	
	
Additional	
HTML	
Section	
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Peer	Evaluation	Phase:	
Used	in	Team	based	learning,	flipped	classrooms	and	group	work	situations,	the	peer	
evaluation	phase	allows	students	to	score	each	other	on	specific	criteria	decided	on	by	the	
instructor,	and	provide	positive	as	well	as	constructive	comments	to	their	team	mates	in	a	safe	
environment.	The	tool	has	also	been	used	creatively	to	get	peer	feedback	on	class	
presentations.	
	
	
	
Peer	Evaluation	Summary	Phase	
	
This	phase	displays	the	results	of	the	Peer	Evaluation	to	the	students.	The	scores	are	averaged	
and	comments	are	all	anonymized	to	create	a	safe	environment	for	honest	feedback.	
